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The assassination of an Ecuadoran legislator and two aides near the Congress has rocked the
country. The police have arrested three suspects and implicated right-wing Colombian paramilitary
groups, while the party of the slain deputy accuses people within the government. The killing
has also heightened concern that political violence is increasing in Ecuador. Congressman Jaime
Hurtado Gonzalez, a member of the opposition Movimiento Popular Democratico, (MPD), and two
aides were gunned down just 100 meters from Congress in the center of Ecuador's capital, Quito.
"The deputy left the building with his two bodyguards when they were intercepted by three subjects
who fired six shots," said Lt. Luis Padilla, head of congressional security, shortly after the killing.
The 62-year-old Hurtado ran unsuccessfully for president in 1984 against Leon Febres Cordero
(1984-1988) and was elected to Congress last year. He was a labor-rights advocate with close links
to the unions involved in strikes and other protests against the austerity measures implemented by
President Jamil Mahuad.
The morning he was killed, Hurtado held a press conference in which he criticized newly appointed
Minister of Education Rosangela Adoum for her response to the teachers' strike (see other article in
this edition). Elsie Monge, head of the Comision Ecumenica de Derechos Humanos (CEDHU), said
she is concerned that political violence in Ecuador is increasing.
Two months ago, union leader Saul Canar was murdered and his dismembered body thrown in a
river in the city of Latacunga. Monge said these killings "should alert the conscience of the country
about the serious threat that selective crimes against leaders of the people represent in a democratic
society."
Congress president Juan Jose Pons called the killing an isolated case, but warned that if it is not
solved it could lead to increased political violence. Pons also called for increased penalties for such
crimes. Deputy Paco Moncayo, former head of the army, also warned that the country could be
entering a new stage of political terrorism aimed at "silencing" those who question the system.

President forms investigative commission
Mahuad offered a US$138,000 reward for information leading to the arrest of those responsible for
Hurtado's death. He also asked Colombia's help in solving the murder because of that nation's
"experience in investigating political killings."
Colombia sent five criminal investigators to Ecuador. Mahuad also set up a commission with
representatives of Congress, the Conferencia Episcopal Ecuatoriana (CEE), the Asociacion
Latinoamericana de Derechos Humanos (ALDHU), and a member of Hurtado's family. Political
allies of Hurtado believe the killing was politically motivated. MPD leader Maria Eugenia Lima said
Hurtado was killed because of his opposition to the government's neoliberal policies.
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Interior Minister Vladimiro Alvarez Grau angrily rejected the charge. "We aren't going to respond to
that type of accusation made under the influence of emotion," said Alvarez. "This case doesn't just
affect Jaime's fellow party members, it affects the whole country."
Hundreds of members of the MPD and local unions marched in Guayaquil, where Hurtado
was buried, on Feb. 18 demanding that the government find the killers. Government implicates
Colombian paramilitaries The following day, three Ecuadorans were arrested in connection with the
assassination. A fourth suspect was killed during the arrest. The police said the Ecuadorans helped
two Colombians carry out the killings, which they linked to Colombian paramilitary boss Carlos
Castano's Autodefensas Unidas de Colombia (AUC).
On Feb. 23, the Ecuadoran police said a seventh suspect had been identified, although he is still
at large. The suspect, Henry Gil Ayerve, was jailed in Ecuador on drug charges in April 1997 and
escaped in May of that year. Police sources said Washington Fernando Aguirre, one of the detained
Ecuadorans, implicated Castano as the intellectual author of the killing. Aguirre, a former US Drug
Enforcement Agency (DEA) informant, reportedly said Hurtado was killed because he had ties to
Colombian guerrilla groups and was involved in trying to establish an insurgent group in Ecuador.
The Guayaquil daily El Telegrafo said after Canar was killed, Hurtado called for a congressional
investigation into whether paramilitary groups trained by Castano exist in Ecuador. Following the
arrests, Alvarez stressed that the investigation was still in process. He also said the government is
not accusing Hurtado of links to guerrilla groups. He said Hurtado's death was not a state killing
nor a political crime, rather a "crime against a political person." The government was criticized for
publishing reports of links between Hurtado and subversive groups without any substantiation.
Hurtado's family and party leaders rejected the police explanation.
On Feb. 22, the family said it was meeting with Interior Minister Alvarez to set up a new
independent commission to investigate the killings. They insist Hurtado's death was a state killing
planned and executed by Ecuadorans. Ciro Guzman, president of the MPD, called the official police
report "a fabrication." He rejected any claims that Hurtado was linked to Colombian guerrilla
groups and said the report was an example of blaming the victim. Hurtado's only known connection
to Colombian insurgents was his presence, along with other prominent Ecuadorans, at the meetings
between Colombian President Andres Pastrana and the Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de
Colombia (FARC) in San Vicente de Caguan in January.
The president of the Frente Unitario de Trabajadores (FUT), Fausto Dutan, called on authorities
to widen their investigation and find those really responsible and also to discover "who the
Ecuadorans are who planned and financed the assassination." Adding to the rumors and theories,
the MPD's Lima said the government was trying to tie Hurtado to guerrillas to justify the presence
of the US military in Ecuador, a charge denied by the government. [Source: CNN, 02/18/99; Reuters,
02/17/99, 02/19/99; Associated Press, 02/17/99, 02/20/99; The Miami Herald, 02/21/99; BBC, 02/19/99,
02/22/99; Spanish news service EFE, 02/17-20/99, 02/22/99; Notimex, 02/17/99, 02/19/99, 02/23/99; El
Nuevo Herald (Miami), 02/20/99, 02/22/99, 02/24/99]
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 3

LADB Article Id: 54400
ISSN: 1060-4189

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 3 of 3

